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ENID BLYTON




Purbeck provided inspiration for many of the characters and locations in Enid’s books. Among the places associated with the author are:

SWANAGE

Swanage has one pier less

than it did in the Blyton

heyday, when she and
Kenneth, her husband, used to
swim round both before supper. In
recent years, the Grosvenor Hotel
has made way for what must be
Britain's most elegantly designed
sewage pumping station. The
bookshop where she would sign
copies of her works is now Martins
the newsagent.

However, the great authoress
would recognise two other familiar
Swanage landmarks - The
Wellington Clock Tower and The
Grand Hotel, the hotel that she
favoured in the 1950's.

Although always a visitor, rather
than a resident, Enid Blyton
became an integral part of Purbeck
life and was also elected president
of the annual Swanage Carnival
and Regatta.

ISLE OF PURBECK
GOLF CLUB

In 1950 Kenneth purchased
@ The Isle of Purbeck Golf

Club from Harry Palmer. This
magnificent heathland course is
consistently ranked among the top
100 courses in the British Isles by
Golf World. It dates back to 1892
and the original 18 holes were
extended to 27 under Enid Blyton's
ownership. Park in the layby and
admire the view.

Thanks go to the following for
assisting in the production of this
leaflet: Ginger Pop, National Trust
Corfe Castle, Corfe Castle Chamber
of Trade, Swanage Railway, Dorset
AONB team, Purbeck Heritage
Committee, Purbeck Tourism Group.
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CORFE CASTLE

Corfe Castle was the inspiration for Kirrin Castle in Enid Blyton's Famous Five books. The author visited the ruin in
1941, arriving by steam train from Swanage - you may like to imagine yourself as one of the Famous Five
disembarking at Corfe Station. When the station is open, you can even photograph yourself alongside a painting of the
Five, with the castle in the background.

The Ginger Pop shop (www.gingerpop.co.uk) in the square stocks at least 150 Blyton books and tapes, as well as period toys
and ginger beer - the Five's favourite drink. It organises themed walks and events for Blyton buffs.

Can you find "The window in the wall" in the square, where there is a model of a scene from a Blyton story?

BROWNSEA
ISLAND

‘Whispering Island’ is based
on Brownsea Island, now
owned by the National Trust.

In Enid Blyton's day it was owned
by the very reclusive Mrs Bonham-
Christie, who would not tolerate
visitors and allowed the island to
return to nature. In ‘Five Have a
Mystery to Solve’, Enid described
it as ‘Keep Away Island’.

STOBOROUGH
HEATH

"Mystery Moor" is reputedly
based on the heath between
Blue Pool and Ridge.
Heathland birds and all six native
species of reptile and the vivid
marsh gentian can be found here.

STUDLAND

"Little Noddy Goes to
@ Toyland" was published in

1949, with worldwide sales
quickly soaring sky-high. Many
more books were to follow, who
hasn't heard of Noddy now?
Reputedly, Mr Plod is founded on
the Studland policeman of those
days, PC Christopher Rhone, who
must surely now rank as the world's
most famous policeman! In the
early 1960's Enid stayed at the
Knoll House Hotel, until her
dementia made holidays too
difficult.
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